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Treading on Thin Ice/L’Arctique en Panique 

 

 

February 22, 2012  

Dear Students and Teachers,  

Planning for this year’s special Destiny Quebec/Arctic Climate Change Youth Forum Conference is in 
the final stages. We are sending this letter to encourage you to register to attend the conference at Lower 
Canada College in Montreal on April 23, 2012. 

We have a compelling array of events planned for this year to both inform and engage the delegates. Our 
first keynote speaker, Dr. David Barber, will speak about the science behind Arctic climate change and 
the impacts being felt on the environment and the inhabitants of this region. This will be followed by a 
variety of seminar sessions where, in small groups, delegates will hear presentations from experts on a 
number of topics and then engage in discussions on the issues. Our second keynote speaker, Sheila Watt-
Cloutier, will then discuss the implications of climate change for the indigenous people of the Arctic and 
recommend steps that can be taken to ameliorate the situation. After lunch we will end the day with a 
“Political Town Hall” where representatives from various political parties and levels of government will 
present their platforms and answer questions from the delegates. It promises to be an informing and 
stimulating day. 

Please refer to our website (http://www.lcc.ca/dq2012) for more information about confirmed 
speakers, the day’s schedule of events, seminar descriptions and to complete the registration 
process. We try to keep our seminar sessions to between 15 – 20 students, so it is important that you 
register as soon as possible to assure the most choice.  

Pages two and three of our letter contain more detailed information about the schedule, key speakers and 
seminar sessions. We hope to see you on the 23rd. 

Sincerely, 

    
 
Hélène Osterman and Kevin Fraser 
Student Organizing Committee Co-chairs 



 
 
 

 

Schedule of Events 

 

 
Time Event Location 

8:00 am - 8:30 am Delegate Registration WLAC Lobby 
8:30 am - 8:40 am Welcome and opening remarks Velan Gym 
8:40 am - 9:40 am Opening Keynote and Q & A Velan Gym 
9:40 am - 9:50 am Instructions for Day   
10:00 am - 10:50 am Seminar Session One WLAC Classrooms (Science Wing) 
10:50 am - 11:20 am Break   
11:20 am - 12:10 pm Seminar Session Two WLAC Classrooms (Science Wing) 
12:15 pm - 1:00 pm  Keynote Two  Velan Gym 
13:00 pm - 2:00 pm  Lunch  Dining Hall 
14:00 pm - 3:10 pm  Research Into Action/Political Town Hall  Chamandy Auditorium 
 
Note:  
WLAC: Webster Learning Activity Centre (4099 Royal Avenue)  
Chamandy Auditorium: 3rd floor of the WLAC (4099 Royal Avenue)  
Science Wing: Located on 2nd floor of Main Building (4090 Royal Avenue). 

Opening Keynote Speaker The Science and Implications of Arctic Climate Change: Dr. David Barber 

Seminar Topic Seminar Description 
A. Health & Social Issues How is climate change affecting the quality of life of people in the Arctic? 

B. Geocryology What impact is climate change having on the Arctic environment and 
geography? 

C. Economic Development What are the possibilities and potential implications of economic development 
in the high north? 

D. Technology Transfer How is Arctic research being used to further advances in other fields of 
research? 

E. Arctic Sovereignty Who legally owns the Arctic? 

F. Arctic Ocean Exploration & 
Research What are the obstacles that researchers and others face in the high Arctic? 

G. Indigenous and Local 
Knowledge 

How can scientists use local knowledge of indigenous peoples on climate 
change? 

H. Science in Action Research scientists will give practical demonstrations of the science of Arctic 
climate change research. 

Second Keynote Address Climate Change and the Impact on Indigenous Cultures: 
Sheila Watt-Cloutier 

Political Town Hall 
From knowledge to action: a town hall presentation by representatives of the 
Federal Government, Provincial Government, Federal Opposition, Green 
Party and Arctic Youth Leader. 
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Keynote Speakers: 
 
Dr. David Barber: As Canada’s Research Chair in Arctic System Science, Dr. David Barber explores 
the frontiers of global climate change. Leading one of the world’s largest International Polar Year 
projects, Dr. Barber is heading a team of 200 international researchers in examining how global warming 
in the Arctic predicts the effects of climate change on our planet.  
 
Sheila Watt-Cloutier: A Nobel Peace Prize nominee, Sheila Watt-Cloutier is in the business of changing 
public opinion into public policy. Experienced in working with global decision makers for over a decade, 
Watt-Cloutier offers a new model for 21st century leadership. She treats the issues of our day - the 
environment, the economy, foreign policy, global health, and sustainability - not as separate concerns, but 
as a deeply interconnected whole. 
 


