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Miss Edgar’s & Miss Cramp’s School: 100 Years of Visionary Education 

 

Maud Edgar and Mary Cramp were two remarkable, progressive teachers, who 

in 1909 decided to start their own school for girls in Montreal. Anticipating 

the coming changes in the status of women, these daring, creative and caring 

thinkers provided the stamp of innovation that became and remains the guiding 

spirit of Miss Edgar’s and Miss Cramp’s School. 

 

Today, ECS continues to honour the innovative spirit that was the vision of its 

Founders. The school’s Centennial celebrations throughout the 2009-2010 

academic year feature several unique events and projects, such as the Women of 

Courage curriculur programme. Students and faculty will collaborate with 13 

extraordinary women from the Montreal community (Sylvie Bernier, Louise Roy, 

Gretta Chambers, Gloria Grow, and others) on special community-focused 

projects that will be developed through workshops, roundtable discussions, field 

trips and mentoring experiences. Some of the other Centennial events taking 

place this year include: 

 

• An Edwardian Garden Party, featuring staff in period costume 

• A Head’s “Walkabout” of the ECS grounds  

• Presentation of the annual Awesome Alumnae Award to the School’s 

oldest living graduate at Founders’ Day 

• “Cheers to 100 Years!” a gala birthday party 

• “Art with Heart,” a festive vernissage/auction, featuring student work 

created in tandem with professional artists 

• An alumnae Centennial brunch 

• Tuques Vertes, a mid-winter outdoor event on Mont Royal 

• A Women of Courage tribute evening at the Science Centre 

 

ECS envisions its Centennial as a celebration of 100 years of existence, which 

will also serve as a springboard to launch its next 100 years.  While the 

school’s community members wish to reflect on their achievements and 

longevity, their main objective is to look forward towards an exciting future in 

which ECS students will become even more connected to the dynamic city that 

has long been identified as a cultural and economic crossroads.   

 



As they celebrate, ECS will therefore be reaching out to develop partnerships 

with the Montreal community, in events such as Tuques Vertes, organized in 

concert with Les Amis de la Montagne.  ECS will build upon the vision of its 

Founders by providing the girls of ECS with unique educational opportunities in a 

caring and supportive environment like no other. This includes supporting a 

well-rounded education that develops the skills necessary to succeed and give 

back to the 21st Century world. 

 

In order to accomplish this, ECS’s celebration of its first 100 years will support 

the creation of a Centennial Endowment. One of the primary objectives of this 

fund will be the establishment of a scholarship for Junior School (Kindergarten 

to Grade 5) which will make the benefits of an ECS education accessible to very 

young girls at the most critical point in their academic development. 

 

When Maud Edgar and Mary Cramp looked towards the future in 1909, they 

already saw our world on the horizon: a world where women play leading roles 

in all sectors of human endeavour, from guiding large corporations, to making 

life-altering scientific discoveries, to leading nations. Now, 100 years later, 

current ECS leaders, faculty, staff, students, and community members feels it’s 

their turn to cast their gaze forward and to create their own vision of the 

future.  


